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Urban Issues 
On-Going Challenges 

 



Air Quality 
 HB 226 (passed) 

 Authorizes the Division of Air Quality to create rules that are 
different than corresponding federal regulations to protect 
public health and the environment 

 Appropriates $70,000 to consider impact of emissions from 
solid fuel burning devices 

 HB 396 (passed) 
 Prohibits the Division of Air Quality from implementing a 

seasonal burning ban  
 Some exemptions 

 In Wasatch Front, Cache and Tooele counties 
 Home owners who use wood stoves as sole heat source must 

register with Division of Air Quality in order to use them on 
no burn days 



Historic Districts 
 SB 293 (failed) 

 75% property owner approval requirement for creating 
historic districts 

 Probably unconstitutional 

 Changes, if any, should be put into Title 9, Chapter 8 
(History Development) of Utah Code, not LUDMA 



Initiatives/Referenda 
 SB 70 (failed, again) 

 Requires an initiative and referenda petition to have 
“geographic diversity 

 Intended to limit petition in local subareas by requiring 
petition signatures from entire jurisdiction 

 Could make signature gathering process harder 

 Draper - Traverse Ridge Special Service District referendum 
(passed) 
 Referendum on tax imposed by the service district 

 City rejected petition but Supreme Court required it to be on 
ballot 

 After passage, Draper city council reorganized the district 
board which must decide budget issues 



Initiatives/Referenda 

 Utah County – Attempted referendum by “We Decide 
Utah” to overturn a county zone change allowing 
residential development next to Alpine (failed) 

 Obtained 17,795 signatures but needed 1,699 more 

 We Decide Utah wants to preserve mountain areas 

 

 Attempt by UTOPIA to place Internet utility fee on 
ballot 

 Not pursued 

 Did not qualify for ballot 



Sign Regulation 
 HB 70 (Passed) 

 A local government that allows a person to post a 
political sign on public property must allow any other 
person to a signs on the same basis 

 Content-based discrimination prohibited 

 

 SB 407 (Failed) 

 Scenic Byway Amendments 

 If passed road “segmentation” could have been required 
to allow billboards 



Sign Regulation 
 Scenic America digital billboard case 

 2007 - Federal Highway Administration issues guidance 
memorandum to allow digital billboards, reversing long standing 
prohibition 
 Dispute about provisions in numerous state-federal agreements prohibiting 

intermittently changing lights on billboards 

 November 2011 - Arizona Court of Appeals ruled digital billboards on state 
and federal highways are illegal because they violate state ban on 
intermittent lights 

 January 2013 - Scenic America sued FHWA asking court to overturn 2007 
guidance memorandum 

 June 2014 - Court dismissed Scenic America’s lawsuit 

 Now on appeal to D.C. Court of Appeals 

 

 For more information see: http://scenic.org/billboards-a-sign-
control/digital-billboards/scenic-america-lawsuit-on-fhwa-ruling 



Townships 
 HB 199 

 New government entity created in Salt Lake County with 
some “municipal type” powers  

 Residents in unincorporated areas will get to vote on 
what to do this November 

 In other counties existing townships will become 
“planning advisory areas” 



Transportation Funding 
 HB 362 

 Gas tax increase at the pump 

 $0.25 local option sales tax authorized, subject to voter 
approval 

 May be used for traditional roads, transit, and active 
transportation facilities, including trails 



Transportation Funding 
 Transportation utility fees - Another alternative 

 Fee for transportation improvement assessed against all 
property via property tax bills based on average trip 
generation rates for various land use types 
 If a property generates more traffic, the more that property 

contributes towards maintaining the transportation system 

 Not tied to fluctuations in property tax valuations or sales tax 
collections 

 Used by cities in Colorado, Montana, Oregon, Texas, and 
Wisconsin 

 TUF ordinance enacted by Provo became effective in January 
2014 
 Assessments payable beginning in March 2014 

 Expected to generate about $2.5 million annually 



Long Range Planning 
 Mountain Accord plan  

 Governing magazine article on the Envision Utah 
process (March 2015) 



Others 
 Group Homes 

 Development Agreements 

 More? 


